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‚Doesn’t it all look the same?‘ This succinct but quite serious question regarding transformation 

projects in urban design and landscape architecture is the basis for a critical analysis of contem-

porary design practice and the urban landscape it is confronted with. The project uses examples 

of former railway yards to discuss the appearance of ‘convergent spaces’ in the urban fabric and 

the tendency of seemingly homogeneous places with similar design expression to consequently 

emerge, with a risk of interchangeability and loss of site-specific identity. To handle this dichotomy 

between convergence and site specificity, an approach from spatial sociology is consulted to serve 

as a basis for landscape architectural and urban design work. The ‚Raumbildtheorie‘ (Space-Image 

/ Sign-Theory) by Detlev Ipsen is added to the conventional spatial and physical understanding 

of sites through an additional mental and cultural interpretation of space. The former rail yard and 

repair depot and its surrounding districts in Augsburg serves as a project area to verify the applica-

bility of this approach in a specific design proposal.

Augsburg is located in the south of Germany at the confluence of the 
rivers Wertach and Lech. The city, founded by the Romans is one of the 
oldest cities in Germany. In the 15th and 16th century Augsburg became 
an influential commercial metropolis in Europe. After centuries of decline 
the city experienced another prosperous period since the mid-20th cen-
tury where Augsburg evolve into a great industrial base and rail hub. The 
railway history and culture within its urban and social structures is defi-
ning for the southern city districts down to the present day. But as a result 
of structural changes in technology, society and economy abandoned 
land and a crisis of identity have emerged.

The cultural led urban transformation of the former rail yard and repair 
depot for locomotives contributes to the spatial and social development 
of a growing city with increasing pressure on land and resources. The 
proposed ‚ringlocpark‘ acts on the one hand as the primary component 
of the new open space axis on the plateau of Augsburg and on the other 
hand as a suture of the urban gap within the southern parts of the city. 
The spatial conversion strengthens the existing built and cultural structu-
res in a manner which establishes identity and enables the transition to a 
site-specific development for the new railway district in the 21st century. 
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_infrastructure
The Firnhaber-Street is the cen-
tral axis of the urban develop-
ment. It connects the district to 
the city centre in the north and 
the university, the fair and the 
proposed innovation and re-
search campus in the south. A 
new established tramway along 
this axis improves the linkage 
between the central station 
and the southern city districts. 
Additional bike and foot path 
subways under the existing 
railway embankment enable a 
better east-west link.

_urban structure
To strengthen and use the 
cultural characteristics of the 
railway district for the urban de-
velopment its distinctive typolo-
gies are condensed into a con-
temporary and future oriented 
building type. The spatial and 
social qualities of the housing 
blocks of the early railway 
ages are combined with the 
potentials of the characteristic 
allotment garden areas. In times 
of increasing pressure on land 
and resources a re-qualification 
of the urban fabric is needed. 
Hence the present typologies 
are merged into a flexible urban 
block within intensive roof 
gardens to invigorate the image 
of the new railway district in the 
21st century.

_green structure
For a good connection bet-
ween the older and the new 
district areas the existing roads 
are continued into the new 
developed area. By planting 
the characteristic turkish hazel 
trees as street trees a green 
connection between the new 
ringlocpark in the west and the 
existing park along the glaci-
al terrace edge in the east is 
provided. Besides better links 
within the district this green 
structure improves the overall 
open space network of the city.
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_planting scheme
The linear park along the railway 
line consists of a dyadic planting 
scheme. On the one hand the ru-
deral forest on the former railway 
tracks which is characterised by 
thick pieces of woodland and light 
pieces of shrubs. On the other 
hand a meadow orchard with 
ornamental shrubs and fruit trees 
planted in a loose grid along the 
interface between park and urban 
development.

_woodland strip
In the area of the abandon railway 
tracks a diverse forest is de-
veloped. Proceeding from the 
existing ruderal vegetation a pat-
tern of thick pieces of woodland, 
light pieces of shrubs and patches 
of grassland evolves. This combi-
nation of spatial situations creates 
different sight lines and views 
between the natural vegetation 
and the railway line in the west 
and the new park with the distin-
ctive architecture of the era of the 
locomotives. The woodland strip 
is for men only accessible by a 
lifted gangplank. Thereby valuable 
habitats for flora and fauna evolve 
as post-industrial nature within the 
urban fabric.

_meadow strip
From north to south the central 
part of the park is traversed by a 
sequence of different meadows. 
This strip emphasizes the linearity 
and openness of the new urban 
green space. The meadow in the 
northern is characterised by a 
ruderal nutrient-poor sward within 
habitats for protected species and 
act as an ecological compensati-
on site. The extensive meadow in 
front of the former rail yard depot 
serves as a stage for the distinc-
tive roundhouses. The southern 
part of the park is dominated by 
the intensive lawn which provides 
lot of space for different leisure 
activities.

_activity strip
The interface between park and 
urban development is marked by 
the activity strip. Following the 
districts grid a meadow orchard 
with ornamental shrubs and 
fruit trees frames the open park 
spaces. The compartments with 
varying width along the built edge 
of the extended railroad district 
make room for various open spa-
ce uses like school and communi-
ty gardens, playgrounds and sport 
fields.
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