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©Q THE PLACE

Morphologcaly the teritoy of Agrigento s characterized by the presence of two
neighboring hillsides, the Girgenti Hill ond the Atenea Rupe, separated by a deep valley,
the Cutting of Empedocte, now iled. The urban fabric shows the signsof g Greek
‘and Hellenistic experiens, begun in 80 BC ond concentrated in the North-West portion
o the Girgent il Subseauenty around the it century. there was o strong saric
imprint, moily in the disrict of Raboto. located outside of the medieval istoriol
walls.The Baroque period enriched the city with a series of urban extensions, which still
cutine the image of the <ty today. Ui he mineteenth century the nteruertions
remcined nscribed witin the mecieva wols, the, Wththe Gcvent of prgess, 5w o
greater interest in overcoming the bostions with o consequent expansion to EostThe
Suentih century Gpened wit the expeience of the Foscist rege, whch 6 ot to
the city great examples of rchiectures fo the communty, ecving out th poltical
‘aspects, among them the Post Office and the Central Station. In the second post-war
peicd, thants to the rthiss use of an
uncontrolled construction g t the Sprawl g phenarmencn todoy

& THE PROJECT

The main project design is Gimed at reducing the high nstabilty that characterizes the
soil of Agrigento. Specifically. we hove imagined to subtract cementified surfaces,
replocing it with permeable soil. capoble of absorbing rainwoter by canveying it into
large gathering devices called Woter Squares, The permeable sail s arranged in green
carridors along the main road axes. Such o system of green foads nat only favors the
bsorption of rainwater, but also positively influences the lives of residents, improving
the quality of breathing oir. With the ntent of creating o connection between the peaple
and the natural environment, it wos planned to implement a bottom-up intervention
that involved the locals who possess private gardens of a certain value. These gordens
can be made ovailable o tourists who wont to know better the historical center ond its
hidden green treosures. Al these interventions can not work unless they ore supported
by a volid transport system. For this reoson, an increase in cycling mobiity has been
plonned through the use of bike sharing.stil unclear in the culture of local mobilty,
Which predominates the use of private vehicles. To limit this, it was planned ta be
located instrotegic points of the historc center of the electric car stalk. Lost, but not
least, was the choice to create o panoramic walks. This route brings together the city's
strategic points, offering from the top of Colle di Grgent spectacular views.
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URBAN GRAFYS
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