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The Charter of Proximity City

The proximity city is a city in which the main services can be reached in no more than 20 minutes on 
foot or by bicycle:

In order to create the proximity city, according to the size and organization of the city, places 
of identity continuity must be identified in which to divide it.

The places of identity continuity must be identified through a participatory process involving the 
main stakeholders of that specific place

The organization of proximity places must be entrusted to a body that is the contact person for 
management and monitoring.

To facilitate reaching the services in no more than 20 minutes, it is necessary to create or 
improve pleasant, attractive, healthy and livable pedestrian and cycle paths.

To allow everyone to reach the services in no more than 20 minutes - the elderly, children, 
people with disabilities - the use of electric public transport should be encouraged.

To create proximity, it is necessary to create communities, i.e. actions, policies, projects that 
favor the aggregation of people

commerce: food shops with all categories of food, retail shops with all the main goods needed 
for daily living, local markets, shops for repairs and cleaning (laundries, tire changes, etc.)

healthcare: outpatient clinics, polyclinics, consultants, for sampling, measuring blood pressure, 
medications, vaccinations, sociological consultation, and whatever is necessary for an activity 
of prevention and satisfaction of the main social and health needs.

education: kindergartens and schools of all grades.

culture: neighborhood libraries, pop-up reading points, small theatres, exhibition galleries.

leisure: attractive, livable open public and green spaces, with activities for all ages and abilities.

sports: gyms, outdoor sports equipment, playgrounds, spaces for inclusive physical activity.

catering and hospitality: restaurants, bars, places for catering, hotels and bed and breakfasts.

entertainment of pets: off-leash and/or play spaces dedicated to dogs.

care and well-being: shops and/or centers for beauty and personal care.

digital: digital coverage of the area.

work: spaces for co-working.

separate waste collection: livable and accessible dedicated areas.

worship and religion: churches, parishes, oratories.

The services must be located in existing buildings with a view to regeneration and 
multipurpose use of the spaces by adapting the existing infrastructures.

Places of identity continuity should have digital signages and billboards that indicate services, 
landmark and activities to be reached within 15-20 minutes.

The services to be reached concern:

From this point of view, new types of places with different aggregations of services can arise in 
order to favor community and sustainability.


